*Call to order*. − President Jody Hey called the council meeting to order at 10:00 AM, 4 July. In attendance were President Jody Hey, Past-President Michael Lynch, President-Elect Ken Wolfe, Secretary Manyuan Long, Treasurer John Archibald, and Councillors Ziheng Yang, Dan Graur, and Robin Bush. *Molecular Biology and Evolution* (*MBE*) Editor-in-Chief Marcy Uyenoyama, *Genome Biology and Evolution* (*GBE*) Editor-in-Chief William Martin, SMBE2010 conference organizers Gabriel Marais and Manolo Gouy, SMBE2011 conference organizers Takashi Gojobori and Naruya Saitou, SMBE2012 conference organizer James McInerney, *MBE* Editorial Assistant Liz Raffaele, and Oxford University Press (OUP) Senior Publisher Cathy Kennedy attended part of the meeting. The council meeting began with Introductions. The business meeting was held on 6 July (see below).*Approval of minutes*. − The Council approved the minutes of the 2009 Council and Business meetings, published in the December 2010 issue of *MBE*.*Editor\'s report*. − The editors of *MBE* and *GBE* gave reports on the current status of their journals (see the editors' reports).*Treasurer\'s report*. − Treasurer John Archibald summarized the financial state of the Society. The records indicate that the Society is in excellent financial health. (See the treasurer\'s report.).*Secretary\'s report*. − Secretary Manyuan Long reviewed the council actions over the preceding year, summarized here:

Election of SMBE officers. Past-President Michael Lynch appointed the Nomination Committee in January to select candidates for the offices of President-Elect and one Councillor. Members of the nomination committee included Adam Eyre-Walker (Chair), Hope Hollocher, Justin Fay, Kristi Montooth, and Manyuan Long (ex officio). After extensive discussion, the nomination committee proposed the candidate list: Charles Aquadro (Cornell University, Cornell, USA) and Ziheng Yang (University College London, London, UK) for President-Elect and Christian Schlötterer (Veterinary University, Vienna, Austria) and Soojin Yi (Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, USA) for Councillor. The elections were conducted online June 14 through June 28, at the OUP member-subscription site, where short biographies of each candidate were made available. In the final tally, Drs Charles Aquadro and Soojin Yi were elected to hold the offices of President-Elect (2011) and Councilor (2011--2013), respectively.

Other Activities in the Preceding Year. The Council also discussed or made decisions on the following issues: 1) the issue of supporting day-care during the 2010 and future annual meetings; 2) adding SMBE to the international organization of professional societies (Council decided that SMBE should be listed with the required information about the organization, e.g., the number of countries SMBE members belong to); 3) advertising various meetings related to evolution on the SMBE Web site; and 4) organizing the Undergraduate Mentoring and Diversity program at the annual meeting.

Report on 2010 SMBE Annual Meeting: The 18th annual SMBE meeting was held 5--8 July, 2010, at the Lyon Convention Center, Lyon, France, organized by a committee of 15 people headed by Gabriel Marais and Manolo Gouy. The meeting attracted 1,073 registered participants from 45 countries, including 350 students (33%) and 561 SMBE members (52%). One hundred and seventy-two speakers presented their research in 4 plenary lectures and 29 symposia and 578 participants presented posters. Two symposia (William Martin and Maureen O\'Malley, James Lake) and a satellite workshop (Frederic Brunet and Manyuan Long) were fully or partially funded by the organizers.

The SMBE awarded numerous prizes, with the winners announced at the final banquet. Eight contestants were selected to compete for the Walter Fitch Student Prize, and Takashi Tsuchimatsu from the University of Zurich, Switzerland was the final winner. Besides supporting eight Fitch-Prize contestants for traveling to Lyon, France, SMBE awarded 20 postdoctoral and 20 graduate student travel awards. SMBE also gave the best poster prize for postdoctoral fellows to Grzegorz Kudla from the University of Edinburgh, the best poster prize for graduate students to Sidi Chen from the University of Chicago, and the best poster prize for undergraduate students to Jae Young Choi from the University of Toronto. The main sponsors were SMBE (40,000 USD), CNRS (20,000 euros), OUP (gold sponsor), with several other sponsors contributing less than 2,000 euros.

Future Annual Meetings: The organization for SMBE2011 (26--30 July 2011) in Kyoto, Japan was presented by Takashi Gojobori and Naruya Saitou. The facilities for the symposium and the means to attract more participants from all over the world were discussed. James McInerney presented the organizing activities for SMBE2012 in June 21--24 at Dublin, Ireland.

SMBE Web site: Councilor Dan Graur carried out an extensive revision of our Web site, in consultation with our current web maintenance specialist Wayne Parkhurst. Secretary Manyuan Long will work with Wayne to maintain the new pages. The need for a dedicated SMBE webmaster was discussed.

The Journals and Membership: The Council approved the proposal of Marcy Uyenoyama for the participation of *MBE* as a full partner in the Dryad Consortium (see Editor\'s report). The Council left unchanged the US membership fee, with membership fees in other currencies varying due to changes of exchange rates in the past year. William Martin reported on the progress for *GBE*, including the editorial board, publishing model, and publication fees. The contracts between the Society and OUP on publishing *MBE* and *GBE* were approved by the Council.

The Council discussed how SMBE might better serve its members and further stimulate scientific discourse in the area of molecular evolution. One possibility is to support small focused satellite meetings/workshops on an important current topic.6.  *Adjournment*. − The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM.

Business Meeting
================

*Call to order*. − President Jody Hey called to order the annual SMBE Business meeting at 6:00 PM, on 6 July 2010. About 30 SMBE members were in attendance.*New business*. − The President summarized the discussion at the Council meeting, including announcing the election results. The President announced the locations of the SMBE meetings for the next two years. The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM.
